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Senate
The Senate met at 11 a.m. and was

called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. THURMOND).

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer:

Lord, as we begin this new week, we
claim that You are in our midst. Fill
this Senate Chamber with Your glory.
May we humbly trust You as the sov-
ereign Lord of our lives and of Amer-
ica.

Because Your strength is limitless,
our inner wells need never be empty.
Your strength is artesian, constantly
surging up to give us exactly what we
need in every moment. You give us su-
pernatural thinking power beyond our
IQ; You provide emotional equipoise
when we are under pressure; You en-
gender resoluteness in our wills and vi-
sion for our leadership; and You ener-
gize our bodies with physical resil-
iency.

Lord, quiet our turbulent hearts with
Your unqualified, indefatigable love.
Give us profound confidence, security,
and peace. We have absolute trust in
Your faithfulness and we commit our-
selves to You anew. Tune our hearts to
the frequency of Your inner voice. Give
us the clarity as we need to lead our
Nation. In Your never-failing power, we
humbly pray, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
f

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING
MAJORITY LEADER

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The
able acting majority leader from Ala-
bama is recognized.
f

SCHEDULE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, this
morning the Senate will be in a period
of morning business until the hour of
12 noon. At noon, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider

the treaty on NATO enlargement. It is
hoped that Senators will come to the
floor to debate the treaty and to offer
amendments. As a reminder to all
Members, a rollcall vote will occur this
evening at 6 p.m. on the confirmation
of the nomination of Scott Fleming to
be Assistant Secretary for Legislation
and Congressional Affairs at the De-
partment of Education.

As a further reminder, a rollcall vote
will occur on the State Department re-
organization conference report at 2:25
p.m. on Tuesday, April 28. This will not
necessarily be the first vote of Tues-
day’s session, and the Members will be
notified of an updated voting schedule.

Also during this week’s session, the
Senate could be asked to consider the
supplemental appropriations con-
ference report, if available from the
conference committee.

In addition, the Senate could be
asked to consider, possibly under a
brief time agreement, the Work-Force
Development Act. A couple of amend-
ments are expected to be offered, and,
as always, Members will be notified as
the schedule becomes clearer later in
the week.

I thank my colleagues for their at-
tention.
f

MORNING BUSINESS
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-

SIONS). Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business.

The Senator from Kentucky is recog-
nized.

Mr. FORD. Mr. President, I thank the
Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. FORD pertaining
to the introduction of S. 1989 are lo-
cated in today’s RECORD under ‘‘State-
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint
Resolutions.’’)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senator from
Wyoming, Mr. THOMAS, is recognized to
speak for up to 15 minutes.

Mr. THOMAS. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent.
f

PRIORITIES

VISION 20–20

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. President, this is a
morning with a little bit of break be-
tween issues. It is an opportunity, it
seems to me, to share some of the
thoughts some of us have as priorities.
Obviously, when we get involved in a
particular bill, as we did last week, it
took the whole week. Some of the
things we care a lot about we tend to
sort of set aside.

I speak this morning briefly on a cou-
ple of issues that I think are very im-
portant, and are particularly impor-
tant to me. One is the bill called Vision
20–20. It is the product of a great deal
of effort that we put in in the Parks
Subcommittee with respect to revital-
izing our national parks. We have had
one hearing in the subcommittee. We
have another planned for this week. Fi-
nally, we will have four hearings and
then, hopefully, bring it to the floor
sometime in May or early June.

National parks, of course, are in-
creasingly well thought of in this coun-
try. They are increasingly popular.
Visitations go up. We have more and
more people taking advantage of the
parks, parks that preserve either natu-
ral resources or cultural resources that
have been a tradition.

We celebrated last year the 125th an-
niversary of the first park, Yellowstone
Park in Wyoming, as a matter of fact.
Unfortunately, at the same time that
we have increased our caring about
parks, we find ourselves, according to
the park agency, in addition to being $5
billion behind in the infrastructure,
taking care of those parks and preserv-
ing those parks. The purpose, of course,
of a park is to preserve those resources,
whether they be natural or cultural.
But equally as important, and the sec-
ond issue, certainly is to provide a
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